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PURPOSE, GUIDELINES & TERMS

1. Purpose of the Research Awards

The Canadian Friends of Sufi Arts, Culture, and Knowledge™ (CFSACK®) Research Awards
Program supports research and scholarly or creative projects that advance the study and
understanding of Sufi arts, culture, and knowledge.

The Research Awards are intended to encourage rigorous inquiry, scholarship, creative
practice, and meaningful cultural engagement across disciplines. Funding may support
fieldwork, archival and collections-based research, community-engaged research,
scholarly and creative production, participation in or organization of academic events, and
the development and dissemination of research outputs.

CFSACK welcomes proposals that contribute meaningfully to scholarship, creative
practice, cultural understanding, or public knowledge relating to Sufi arts, culture, and
knowledge.

2. Eligibility
Applicants must be one of the following:

Undergraduate students;

Master’s students;

Doctoral students or candidates; or
Postdoctoral fellows.
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At the time of application, applicants must be enrolled at or formally affiliated with an
eligible Canadian or U.S. post-secondary educational, research, or cultural institution,
including a university, college, research institute, museum, or archive.

Recipients must maintain an eligible institutional affiliation for the duration of the funded
project unless otherwise approved in writing by CFSACK.

Applicants must have a supervisor or principal investigator at the time of application. For
postdoctoral fellows, this must be a supervisor or principal investigator at the applicant’s
host institution.



Applicants must be in good academic standing at their institution.
Citizenship or permanent-residency status in Canada or the United States is not required.
Applicants may submit only one application in a given award cycle.

Previous applicants and previous award recipients may apply. Previous award recipients
must have fulfilled all reporting, financial, and other obligations associated with earlier
CFSACK funding before receiving a subsequent award.

First-time applicants may be given priority where applications are otherwise of
comparable merit in order to broaden the reach of CFSACK support.

3. Eligible Areas of Research and Practice

Proposed projects must relate directly to Sufi arts, culture, or knowledge and align with
the mission and charitable purposes of CFSACK.

Eligible fields and areas of practice may include, but are not limited to:

Art and art history
Anthropology
Archaeology
Architecture
Classics

Cultural studies
Curatorial practice
Ethnomusicology
Fine arts

History

Literature
Philosophy
Psychology
Religious studies
Sociology

Related interdisciplinary fields

Projects should demonstrate scholarly, creative, cultural, or community significance and
make a clear contribution to the applicant’s field or area of practice.

4. Project Requirements
Proposed projects must:

a. Have clearly defined objectives;
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Present an appropriate methodology, research approach, or creative framework;
Include a realistic project timeline and budget;

Identify meaningful expected outputs or outcomes;

Be feasible within the proposed period and available resources;

Comply with institutional research ethics requirements and other applicable
approvals where required; and

Be completed within one year of the approved project start date unless an
extension is authorized in writing by CFSACK.

Applicants are responsible for coordinating with their supervisor, principal investigator,
host institution, or other appropriate institutional authorities where required.

5. Award Amounts

The maximum award amounts are:

a.
o.

Undergraduate and master’s students: up to CAD 2,000
Doctoral students/candidates and postdoctoral fellows: up to CAD 5,000

Funding requests must be proportionate to the scope, duration, and reasonable needs of
the proposed project.

CFSACK may approve an amount lower than the amount requested.

CFSACK is not obligated to disburse all funds allocated to the Research Awards Program in
a given award cycle.

6. Eligible Expenses

Research Award funds may be used for reasonable and necessary project expenses
including:
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Fieldwork and site visits directly related to the proposed project;

Archival or collections-based research;

Community-engaged or participatory research;

Creative production or curatorial work;

Travel associated with attendance at, presentation at, or organization of academic
conferences, symposia, workshops, or related scholarly activities where there is a
clear relationship to the funded project;

Development of digital or multimedia research resources;

Publication, submission, reproduction, or dissemination costs directly associated
with research findings or project outputs; and

Research tools, instruments, or equipment required for the proposed project.
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Where tools, instruments, or equipment are acquired using CFSACK Research Award
funds, ownership will rest with the recipient’s eligible Canadian or U.S. host institution
unless otherwise agreed in writing by CFSACK.

Expenses not specifically identified above may be considered in exceptional
circumstances. Applicants wishing to request an exceptional expense should contact
CFSACK before submitting an application.

7. Ineligible Expenses

Unless expressly approved in writing by CFSACK, Research Award funds may not be used
for:

University tuition;

PhD write-up fees;

Personal stipends or general living expenses;

Institutional overhead or indirect costs;

Publication subventions for books or monographs;

Expenses unrelated to the approved project;

Costs incurred outside the approved award period; or

Any expenditure prohibited by law, institutional policy, or the terms of the award.
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CFSACK reserves the right to determine whether a proposed expense is eligible.

8. Travel

Applicants and recipients are solely responsible for travel arrangements relating to the
funded project, including passports, visas, travel authorizations, insurance,
accommodation, and transportation.

Research Award funds may not be used for travel to a destination for which the
Government of Canada advises travellers to “avoid non-essential travel” or “avoid all
travel” at the time of travel.

Recipients are responsible for reviewing applicable travel advisories both when making
arrangements and before departure.

CFSACK reserves the right to decline, suspend, or withdraw funding for travel where
health, safety, legal, ethical, institutional, or other material considerations make the
proposed travel inappropriate.

9. Application Requirements

Applicants must submit a complete application through the designated CFSACK
application portal by the published deadline.
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Applicants are solely responsible for ensuring that:

All required application sections are complete;

All supporting materials comply with the stated requirements;

Information provided in the application is accurate;

The proposed budget and timeline are complete and realistic; and

All required supporting materials, including the reference letter, are received by the
deadline.
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Incomplete or late applications may be deemed ineligible and may not be reviewed.

CFSACK may request clarification or additional information from an applicant but is under
no obligation to permit an incomplete application to be corrected after the deadline.

10. Reference Letter

Applicants must arrange for one reference letter to be submitted directly to CFSACK by
the referee.

Reference letters must:

a. Be written on official institutional letterhead;
Be signed,

c. Include the referee’s full name, title, institutional affiliation, email address, and
relevant contact information;

d. Be submitted directly by the referee to the address specified in the application
instructions; and

e. Be received by the application deadline.

Reference letters submitted by applicants themselves, received after the deadline, or not
meeting the stated requirements may result in the application being deemed incomplete.

11. Review and Selection

Eligible and complete applications will be reviewed by the CFSACK Research Awards
Committee in accordance with the assessment criteria established for the relevant award
cycle.

Funding recommendations are subject to approval by the CFSACK Board of Directors.
CFSACK reserves the right to:

a. Approve or decline any application;
b. Award less funding than requested,
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c. Request revisions to a proposed project, budget, or timeline before issuing an
award;

d. Determine that no award will be made in a category or award cycle; and
e. Establish additional conditions in an individual award offer letter where appropriate.

All funding decisions are final.

12. Award Offer and Acceptance

Successful applicants will receive a written award offer setting out the approved amount,

project period, payment arrangements, reporting requirements, and any project-specific
conditions.

An award is not considered accepted until the recipient has completed any acceptance
requirements specified by CFSACK.

By accepting a CFSACK Research Award, the recipient agrees to comply with:

These Purpose, Eligibility, Guidelines & Terms;

The recipient's award offer letter;

The approved application, project scope, and budget; and

All applicable laws, institutional requirements, research ethics requirements, and
intellectual property obligations.
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13. Award Administration and Disbursement

Award funds will normally be paid directly to the recipient unless otherwise determined by
CFSACK.

Unless otherwise specified in the award offer letter:

a. 50% of the approved award will be released at the beginning of the funded project;
and

b. The remaining 50% will be released following CFSACK'’s acceptance of a satisfactory
final report and any required financial documentation.

c. CFSACK may establish a different payment schedule or method where appropriate
to the nature of the project, institutional requirements, financial controls, or other
relevant circumstances.

14. Use of Award Funds and Changes to the Approved Project
Award funds may be used only for the purposes and expenses approved by CFSACK.

Recipients must obtain prior written approval from CFSACK before making any material
change to:
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The purpose or scope of the project;

The project methodology or principal activities;
The approved budget;

The project timeline;

The recipient’s institutional affiliation; or

Any other material condition of the award.
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Unspent or improperly used funds may be subject to repayment.

15. Acknowledgment of CFSACK Support

Recipients must appropriately acknowledge CFSACK's support in printed, digital, and
verbal communications directly relating to the funded project, including academic
presentations, publications, public programs, and promotional materials.

Unless otherwise approved by CFSACK, recipients should use the following
acknowledgment:

“This project was supported by a Canadian Friends of Sufi Arts, Culture, and
Knowledge™ (CFSACK®) Research Award.”

The form and placement of acknowledgment may be adapted where necessary to meet
the conventions or requirements of a publisher, conference, institution, or other relevant
body.

16. Communications and Promotional Use

Recipients may be asked to provide CFSACK with non-confidential information or
materials concerning the funded project, including a project summary, research
outcomes, images, excerpts, or other communications materials.

Any use by CFSACK will remain subject to applicable copyright, third-party permissions,
confidentiality obligations, research ethics requirements, and appropriate attribution.

Nothing in these terms requires a recipient to grant CFSACK rights that the recipient does
not lawfully possess or is not authorized to grant.

17. Reporting Requirements

Recipients must submit a satisfactory final report within three months of project
completion.

The final report must include, as applicable:

a. Asummary of the activities undertaken;
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Research findings, project outcomes, or creative outputs;

c. Information concerning dissemination, presentation, publication, or other
knowledge-sharing activities;

d. Asummary of the use of CFSACK Research Award funds; and

e. Any additional information or supporting documentation reasonably requested by
CFSACK.

Previous award recipients must have satisfied all applicable reporting requirements before
being eligible to receive subsequent CFSACK funding.

18. Musée d’Art et de Culture Soufis MTO™

Award recipients may, upon request and subject to approval by the Musée d'Art et de
Culture Soufis MTO™, be granted research access to the Museum in Chatou, France.

Depending on the nature of the project and availability, such access may include
complimentary admission, consultation with members of the Museum'’s curatorial or
research teams, and access to relevant collections or research resources.

Any access is subject to the Museum'’s policies, staff availability, collections requirements,
security procedures, and other applicable conditions. Receipt of a CFSACK Research Award
does not create an automatic entitlement to Museum access.

19. Non-Compliance, Withdrawal, and Repayment

Failure to comply with the terms and conditions of an award may result in one or more of
the following:

Suspension of future payments;

Withdrawal or termination of the award;

A requirement to repay all or part of the funds already disbursed,;
Ineligibility for future CFSACK funding; and/or

Any other action reasonably required to protect CFSACK funds or ensure
compliance with the terms of the award.
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Where circumstances outside the recipient’s reasonable control affect completion of the
project, recipients should contact CFSACK as soon as possible to discuss whether an
amendment or extension may be appropriate.

20. Contact

Questions regarding eligibility, eligible expenses, application requirements, or these terms
should be directed to:

research.awards@cfsack.org
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CFSACK reserves the right to amend these guidelines where necessary. Any material
amendment affecting an active award will be communicated to the affected recipient.
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